
KANDIYOHI COUNTY AND CITY OF WILLMAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (EDC)
JOINT OPERATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS (OB)

MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES

August 24, 2009
EDC Office, Willmar

Present: Betsy Bonnema, Jean Geselius, Anna Gorres, Nancy Miller, Heather Thompson and
Liz VanDerBill

Excused: Cameron Macht, Milan Schmiesing, Diane Schulte and Deb VanBuren

Staff: Jean Spaulding, Assistant Director

Secretarial: Jennifer Ebert, Legal & Administrative Assistants, Inc. (LAA)

Co-chairperson Jean Geselius called the meeting to order at approximately 12:05 p.m.  
 

MINUTES—

IT WAS MOVED BY Anna Gorres, SECONDED BY Heather Thompson, to approve the
minutes of the July 27, 2009 meeting as mailed or e-mailed.  MOTION CARRIED.

MONTHLY REPORTS/UPDATES

Ag Conference. A small task force, including Heather Thompson and Liz VanDerBill, was formed
to work with the EDC staff on the 2010 Animal Ag Conference which will be held January 14 and
15, 2010.  Tasks will include updating the website as information is available, preparing press
releases, preparing a brochure and handout materials for the conference.

MinnWest Technology Campus.  Betsy Bonnema reported she is redoing the website and the
Mid-Central Biosciences Center (MCBC) work is progressing. Launch of the blog is anticipated for
September or October with the intent being recruitment of new businesses.  The public will not be
directed to the blog, more so new businesses looking at locating to the campus.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

EDC website.  Spaulding reported the demo site is up and work is ongoing.  The new site will
include regional and local maps and Google will be used as the map source.  A subcommittee has
been assigned to write and update items for the site.  Ag Conference information submitted by
Wade Gustafson has been added.  As to staff photos for the website, the consensus of the group is
to use more casual photos rather than a formal business photo.  Most communities have completed
and returned their profile information.  Once this information is available online, it will be displayed
through a link to Zoom Prospector (a new tool used for community information by the State of
Minnesota). 

Bonnema is cataloging a photo library for the EDC so a list of photos of the area still needed can be
obtained.  Bonnema has made some physical/cosmetic changes to the website and will compose



and send an email to Webtomix listing the items to be changed, added and deleted.  This email will
double as a checklist to assure all items are addressed.  Bonnema shared her ideas of tying
everything together and that each tab would be a created statistics flyer.

Spaulding shared the template (see copy attached) that Bonnema prepared for interviewing
business people who are interested in sharing their success stories.  Spaulding  will contact Ron
Adams to discuss the possibility of having him take the necessary photos for the library and to
accompany the business success stories.

West Central Tribune tab.  A subcommittee will be formed at a later date.  This topic was tabled
until the next meeting.

Willmar Lakes Area map ad proof.  Bonnema will update the ad proof (see copy attached) to the
correct size and submit it for publishing.  No other changes were identified.

Willmar Lakes Area Visitor’s Guide ad proof.  Bonnema presented the 3/8 page ad she prepared
(see copy attached).  Thompson pointed out that most of the photos are directed toward renewable
energy and suggested possibly including different types of things (i.e. Becker Market).  The photo of
the ethanol plant is known to be such by area residents, however, someone looking at the site may
not know what it is.  Could use the aerial photo of the City of Willmar wind turbines.  Bonnema will
implement the suggestions and email a proof to committee members for their review.

Green Jobs Booth flyer proof.  Spaulding reported the Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar
Economic Development Commission’s Agriculture and Renewable Energy Development Committee
paid for printing 1200 flyers; 1000 of which will be taken to the Minnesota State Fair to be handed
out to the appropriate audience (not intended to be given to everyone) at the “go green” booth.  The
Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development recommended the 1000
quantity.  The 200 extra flyers are for EDC use (see attached final copy).

Committee Chairperson.  Discussion continued from last meeting regarding transferring
leadership from co-chairs Thompson and Geselius, who will lead the September meeting.  If there
are no present committee members interested in becoming chair or co-chair, the committee will
operate with no specific chair.  Spaulding will chair the meetings.  Subcommittees will be formed for
specific marketing projects and report back during the full committee meetings.  The following
individuals were mentioned as possible new committee members and will be contacted by the
present committee member named in parentheses behind the possible new member: Sarah,
Bennett Office Technology’s new marketing person (Anna Gorres); Danielle of Rambow (Gorres); a
member of the marketing staff or a marketing student from Ridgewater College (Nancy Miller);
Diane Maurice, Kandiyohi Power Cooperative (Spaulding); Rice Memorial Hospital’s marketing
person (Liz VanDerBill); a local realtor (Spaulding will contact Betty Bollig to get names of
possibilities).  Present committee members who have not attended many meetings will be
contacted to collect their interest in remaining on the committee.

NEW BUSINESS

Photo Library.  Bonnema has collected all photos the EDC has taken, gone through client photos
and her personal photos finding a total of 187 photos.  She is in the process of labeling them by
type and would like to complete the selection before sharing with everyone.  She will need to obtain
permission for use of her client photos.  Bonnema feels the best way to allow access to the photo
library would be online and update it as new photos are available.  Area communities would be
contacted and asked to contribute any photos they may have on file.
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There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:35 p.m.

NEXT MEETING—The next committee meeting is 12 noon, Monday, September 28, 2009, at the
EDC office, Willmar.
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